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Young people and the politically conservative are the most likely to reject tough

restrictions that force non-essential business closures due to COVID-19COVID-19COVID-19COVID-19COVID-19, the latest

survey from the Melbourne Institute has found.

Data presented at the Melbourne Economic Forum shows that while support for

mandatory 14-day quarantine is high at 93 per cent of those surveyed, only 66 per

cent support closing non-essential businesses.
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People who regarding themselves as conservatives are 8.9 percentage points less

likely to support the closure of non-essential businesses, compared with non-

conservatives.

While people aged between 18-34 are 2 percentage points less likely to support the

closure of non-essential businesses compared to those over the age of 34.

"The divisions on these measures suggest the government needs to invest further

in building consensus around more restrictions,” Professor Ragan Petrie, an author

of the research, said.

“Strict lockdowns as we’re seeing in Victoria are costly and burdensome. In the

long run, we need to find ways to increase activity while keeping the virus at bay.

"How willing any group is to accept new restrictions will reflect the costs these

policies impose on them."

The survey shows some emerging gaps in opinion by age and education that need

to be taken into account as new restrictions are introduced or lifted.

Professor Ross Garnaut, who presented to the Melbourne Economic Forum his

ideas on reform including a cash flow tax that would cost $50 billion in its first year,a cash flow tax that would cost $50 billion in its first year,a cash flow tax that would cost $50 billion in its first year,a cash flow tax that would cost $50 billion in its first year,a cash flow tax that would cost $50 billion in its first year,

also suggested that respective governments needed to better define the restrictions

for COVID-19.

"We need to get increasingly nuanced and sophisticated in containment policies,"

he told the forum.

Major issue

Forcing the closure of non-essential business has become a major issue with the
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Forcing the closure of non essential business has become a major issue with the

loss of revenue driving decisions on sacking workers and potentially leading to a

wave of expected insolvencies later in the year when relief on insolvent trading

rules could be removed.

In a speech to be delivered on Thursday, shadow treasurer Jim Chalmers will also

raise concerns about the closure of businesses, particularly in regional areas.

"While the current recession has hit our capital cities first and hardest, regional

centres certainly aren’t spared, and job losses and firm closures in regional centres

are more at risk of becoming permanent," Dr Chalmers will say.

The Melbourne Institute's survey of 1200 people aged 18 and over did reveal some

positive results, with one of the lowest recordings of financial and mental stress

since the surveys began in early April.

The findings show that extensions of government support had a positive effect on

financial and mental distress.

The proportion of people having difficulty paying for essential goods and services

has improved to 20 per cent from 25 the week before. It is the second lowest

recording of financial stress.

Likewise the proportion of people experiencing depression and anxiety most of the

time has also improved to 15 per cent from 18 per cent three weeks ago. It is now

the equal lowest level since the survey began.

How the coronavirus is changing markets, business and politics.
Coronavirus: Need to know. Our daily reporting, in your inbox.

SIGN UP NOW

Matthew CranstonMatthew CranstonMatthew CranstonMatthew CranstonMatthew Cranston is the economics correspondent, based in the Canberra bureau. He was
previously property editor. Connect with Matthew on TwitterTwitterTwitterTwitterTwitter. Email Matthew at

https://login.myfairfax.com.au/signup_newsletter/10104?channel_key=9ME3ACTT4ZYY1fEMfvR2EA&callback_uri=https://www.afr.com
https://www.afr.com/by/matthew-cranston-j7gax
https://twitter.com/@mcranston1?lang=en


20/08/2020 Conflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easing

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/conflict-grows-on-restrictions-but-financial-stress-easing-20200819-p55n5q 4/7

License article

LATEST IN ECONOMY

Exclusive Foreign investment

Frydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy deal

Josh Frydenberg secretly rejected advice to approve China
Mengniu Dairy Co's proposed $600 million acquisition of Lion
Dairy & Drinks.

Aug 20, 2020 | John Kehoe

Opinion Coronavirus pandemic

Persuasion better than compulsion inPersuasion better than compulsion inPersuasion better than compulsion inPersuasion better than compulsion inPersuasion better than compulsion in
vaccinating the nationvaccinating the nationvaccinating the nationvaccinating the nationvaccinating the nation

Australians readily accept vaccinations. But making the

p y p p y
mcranston@afr.commcranston@afr.commcranston@afr.commcranston@afr.commcranston@afr.com

Save Share

READ MORE

Australian recession Coronavirus pandemic Ross Garnaut Jim Chalmers

LATEST STORIES

Retail

Wesfarmers pays special Coles dividend despite huge write-offsWesfarmers pays special Coles dividend despite huge write-offsWesfarmers pays special Coles dividend despite huge write-offsWesfarmers pays special Coles dividend despite huge write-offsWesfarmers pays special Coles dividend despite huge write-offs

20 mins ago

Boats

This real estate mogul is selling his $98m yachtThis real estate mogul is selling his $98m yachtThis real estate mogul is selling his $98m yachtThis real estate mogul is selling his $98m yachtThis real estate mogul is selling his $98m yacht

22 mins ago

Earnings season

Qantas loss dives to $2bQantas loss dives to $2bQantas loss dives to $2bQantas loss dives to $2bQantas loss dives to $2b

28 mins ago

Luxury property

Medicinal cannabis boss lists Vaucluse home for more than $20mMedicinal cannabis boss lists Vaucluse home for more than $20mMedicinal cannabis boss lists Vaucluse home for more than $20mMedicinal cannabis boss lists Vaucluse home for more than $20mMedicinal cannabis boss lists Vaucluse home for more than $20m

1 hr ago

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/frydenberg-snubs-china-mengnui-s-600m-dairy-deal-for-lion-20200819-p55n59
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/persuasion-better-than-compulsion-in-vaccinating-the-nation-20200819-p55n2n
http://rightsportal.copyright.com.au/pages/republicationpage.aspx?author=Matthew%20Cranston&publication=AFR&publicationdate=2020-08-19T14%3A00%3A00Z&publisher=fxj&title=Conflict%20grows%20on%20restrictions%2C%20but%20financial%20stress%20easing&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afr.com%2Fpolicy%2Feconomy%2Fconflict-grows-on-restrictions-but-financial-stress-easing-20200819-p55n5q
https://www.afr.com/topic/foreign-investment-5xf
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/frydenberg-snubs-china-mengnui-s-600m-dairy-deal-for-lion-20200819-p55n59
https://www.afr.com/topic/coronavirus-pandemic-1ndb
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/persuasion-better-than-compulsion-in-vaccinating-the-nation-20200819-p55n2n
https://twitter.com/@mcranston1?lang=en
mailto:mcranston@afr.com
https://www.afr.com/topic/australian-recession-1nh6
https://www.afr.com/topic/coronavirus-pandemic-1ndb
https://www.afr.com/person/ross-gregory-garnaut-58w
https://www.afr.com/person/james-edward-chalmers-1n0b
https://www.afr.com/latest
https://www.afr.com/topic/retail-61a
https://www.afr.com/companies/retail/wesfarmers-pays-special-coles-dividend-despite-huge-write-offs-20200817-p55mlx
https://www.afr.com/topic/boats-hvd
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/cars-bikes-and-boats/this-real-estate-mogul-is-selling-his-98-million-yacht-20200820-p55ngl
https://www.afr.com/topic/earnings-season-1mlu
https://www.afr.com/companies/transport/qantas-statutory-loss-dives-to-2b-20200820-p55ng1
https://www.afr.com/topic/luxury-property-1mre
https://www.afr.com/property/residential/medicinal-cannabis-boss-lists-vaucluse-house-for-more-than-20m-20200820-p55nfu


20/08/2020 Conflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easing

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/conflict-grows-on-restrictions-but-financial-stress-easing-20200819-p55n5q 5/7

COVID-19 inoculation mandatory risks turning it into a front in
culture wars.

Aug 20, 2020 | Xavier Symons

Opinion The AFR View

China's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politics

Beijing’s anti-dumping investigation and tariff threat against
Australian wine is absurd. And it is purely a political action.

Aug 20, 2020 | The AFR View

Opinion China relations

China-US rivalry means the rules of businessChina-US rivalry means the rules of businessChina-US rivalry means the rules of businessChina-US rivalry means the rules of businessChina-US rivalry means the rules of business
are changing fastare changing fastare changing fastare changing fastare changing fast

Beijing is exercising its trade power against Australia's wine
industry but this is just another example of the hard political
border between the China and the US and its allies.

Aug 19, 2020 | Jennifer Hewett

Pension

PM flags pension could rise even though costPM flags pension could rise even though costPM flags pension could rise even though costPM flags pension could rise even though costPM flags pension could rise even though cost
of living has fallenof living has fallenof living has fallenof living has fallenof living has fallen

Pensioners saw a 1.4 per cent fall in the cost of living in the
June quarter, but they will probably still get a bump in their
pensions.

Aug 19, 2020 | Matthew Cranston

MOST VIEWED IN POLICY

Frydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy dealFrydenberg snubs China dairy deal1

Why the vaccine may not be the end of the virusWhy the vaccine may not be the end of the virusWhy the vaccine may not be the end of the virusWhy the vaccine may not be the end of the virusWhy the vaccine may not be the end of the virus2

China's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politicsChina's grape gripes are premium politics3

Conflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easingConflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easingConflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easingConflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easingConflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easing4

Persuasion better than compulsion in vaccinating the nationPersuasion better than compulsion in vaccinating the nationPersuasion better than compulsion in vaccinating the nationPersuasion better than compulsion in vaccinating the nationPersuasion better than compulsion in vaccinating the nation5

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/persuasion-better-than-compulsion-in-vaccinating-the-nation-20200819-p55n2n
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/china-s-grape-gripes-are-premium-politics-20200819-p55n2g
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/china-us-rivalry-means-the-rules-of-business-are-changing-fast-20200819-p55n7j
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/pm-flags-pension-could-rise-even-though-cost-of-living-has-fallen-20200819-p55nae
https://www.afr.com/the-afr-view
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/china-s-grape-gripes-are-premium-politics-20200819-p55n2g
https://www.afr.com/topic/china-relations-1n86
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/china-us-rivalry-means-the-rules-of-business-are-changing-fast-20200819-p55n7j
https://www.afr.com/topic/pension-60f
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/pm-flags-pension-could-rise-even-though-cost-of-living-has-fallen-20200819-p55nae
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/frydenberg-snubs-china-mengnui-s-600m-dairy-deal-for-lion-20200819-p55n59
https://www.afr.com/policy/health-and-education/why-we-can-t-pin-all-our-hopes-on-the-new-vaccine-plan-20200819-p55n89
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/china-s-grape-gripes-are-premium-politics-20200819-p55n2g
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/conflict-grows-on-restrictions-but-financial-stress-easing-20200819-p55n5q
https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/persuasion-better-than-compulsion-in-vaccinating-the-nation-20200819-p55n2n


20/08/2020 Conflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easing

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/conflict-grows-on-restrictions-but-financial-stress-easing-20200819-p55n5q 6/7

The most powerful woman in fashion you’ve neverThe most powerful woman in fashion you’ve neverThe most powerful woman in fashion you’ve neverThe most powerful woman in fashion you’ve neverThe most powerful woman in fashion you’ve never
heard ofheard ofheard ofheard ofheard of
Lauren Sams

Giorgio Armani resets his fashion sense for COVID-19Giorgio Armani resets his fashion sense for COVID-19Giorgio Armani resets his fashion sense for COVID-19Giorgio Armani resets his fashion sense for COVID-19Giorgio Armani resets his fashion sense for COVID-19

The starkly simple dish that defines fine dining in a pandemicThe starkly simple dish that defines fine dining in a pandemicThe starkly simple dish that defines fine dining in a pandemicThe starkly simple dish that defines fine dining in a pandemicThe starkly simple dish that defines fine dining in a pandemic

How to create a great place to work during COVID-19How to create a great place to work during COVID-19How to create a great place to work during COVID-19How to create a great place to work during COVID-19How to create a great place to work during COVID-19
Amantha Imber

How to future-proof your careerHow to future-proof your careerHow to future-proof your careerHow to future-proof your careerHow to future-proof your career

Further hefty insurance premium hikes for directors on the horizonFurther hefty insurance premium hikes for directors on the horizonFurther hefty insurance premium hikes for directors on the horizonFurther hefty insurance premium hikes for directors on the horizonFurther hefty insurance premium hikes for directors on the horizon

Country classic dining with the doyennes of theCountry classic dining with the doyennes of theCountry classic dining with the doyennes of theCountry classic dining with the doyennes of theCountry classic dining with the doyennes of the
BarossaBarossaBarossaBarossaBarossa
Ute Junker

BMW doubles the deal with powerful twinsBMW doubles the deal with powerful twinsBMW doubles the deal with powerful twinsBMW doubles the deal with powerful twinsBMW doubles the deal with powerful twins

The ubiquitous plastic chair goes green (and upmarket)The ubiquitous plastic chair goes green (and upmarket)The ubiquitous plastic chair goes green (and upmarket)The ubiquitous plastic chair goes green (and upmarket)The ubiquitous plastic chair goes green (and upmarket)

https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/the-most-powerful-woman-in-fashion-you-ve-never-heard-of-20200715-p55cbr
https://www.afr.com/afr-magazine
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/the-most-powerful-woman-in-fashion-you-ve-never-heard-of-20200715-p55cbr
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/giorgio-armani-resets-his-fashion-sense-for-covid-19-20200729-p55gp9
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/food-and-wine/the-starkly-simple-dish-that-defines-fine-dining-in-a-pandemic-20200612-p551zy
https://www.afr.com/work-and-careers/workplace/how-to-create-a-great-place-to-work-during-covid-19-20200814-p55lx6
https://www.afr.com/boss
https://www.afr.com/work-and-careers/workplace/how-to-create-a-great-place-to-work-during-covid-19-20200814-p55lx6
https://www.afr.com/work-and-careers/careers/how-to-future-proof-your-career-20200519-p54ugk
https://www.afr.com/work-and-careers/leaders/further-hefty-insurance-premium-hikes-for-directors-on-the-horizon-20200809-p55jzu
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/food-and-wine/country-classic-dining-with-the-doyennes-of-the-barossa-20200312-p549hc
https://www.afr.com/life-and-leisure
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/food-and-wine/country-classic-dining-with-the-doyennes-of-the-barossa-20200312-p549hc
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/cars-bikes-and-boats/bmw-doubles-the-deal-with-powerful-twins-20200801-p55hik
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/design/the-ubiquitous-plastic-chair-goes-green-and-upmarket-20200812-p55kwz


20/08/2020 Conflict grows on restrictions, but financial stress easing

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/conflict-grows-on-restrictions-but-financial-stress-easing-20200819-p55n5q 7/7

The Daily Habit of Successful People

MY ACCOUNT

SUBSCRIBE

ABOUT US

CONTACT

MAGAZINES

COLUMNS

MARKETS DATA

LISTS

EVENTS

OUR NETWORK

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

© Copyright 2020 The Australian Financial Review

Site Map

The unlikely beauty company that sells 17 products aThe unlikely beauty company that sells 17 products aThe unlikely beauty company that sells 17 products aThe unlikely beauty company that sells 17 products aThe unlikely beauty company that sells 17 products a
minuteminuteminuteminuteminute
Lauren Sams

Australian designers join forces to win Chinese heartsAustralian designers join forces to win Chinese heartsAustralian designers join forces to win Chinese heartsAustralian designers join forces to win Chinese heartsAustralian designers join forces to win Chinese hearts

Allbirds adds apparel to its billion-dollar line-upAllbirds adds apparel to its billion-dollar line-upAllbirds adds apparel to its billion-dollar line-upAllbirds adds apparel to its billion-dollar line-upAllbirds adds apparel to its billion-dollar line-up

https://www.afr.com/
https://twitter.com/FinancialReview
https://www.instagram.com/financialreview/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/1628885
https://www.facebook.com/financialreview
https://www.afr.com/sitemap
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/the-unlikely-beauty-company-that-sells-17-products-a-minute-20200226-p544ha
https://www.afr.com/luxury
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/the-unlikely-beauty-company-that-sells-17-products-a-minute-20200226-p544ha
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/australian-designers-join-forces-to-win-chinese-hearts-20200729-p55gmt
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/fashion-and-style/allbirds-adds-apparel-to-its-billion-dollar-line-up-20200616-p5533q

